Public growing Wiry of GOP Cuts 

PoirJihds [ More Now Trust Clinton to Help the Middle Class 
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Most Americans believe that 
Republican lawmakers are going 
too far in cutting federal social pro- 
grams that benefit children, the el- 
derly, the poor and the middle 
class, according to a new Washing- 
ton Post-ABC News survey. 

As a result, the survey sug- 
gests, President Clinton may be 
slowly winning back some of the 
political ground he surrendered to 
Republicans immediately after the 
GOP landslide in last November’s 
congressional elections. 


Clinton also appears to be get- 
ting a sustained second look from 
many middle-class voters who 
deserted the Democratic Party 
last year. In a critical reversal of 
attitudes, people now. say they 
trust Clinton more than Republi- 
cans in Congress to help middle- 
class Americans, the survey 
found. Barely a month ago. Re- 
publicans enjoyed a clear advan- 
tage over Clinton. 

Yet these doubts about con- 
gressional Republicans have not 
yet appreciably helped Clinton’s 
overall public standing. His per- 
sonal job approval rating stood at 


52 percent in the latest survey, 
essentially unchanged from last 
month. And Republicans r emain 
more trusted than Clinton to deal 
with the “main problems the na- 
tion faces.” 

A total of 1,524 randomly se- 
lected adults were interviewed by 
telephone March 16-19. Margin 
of sampling error for the overall 
results is plus or minus 3 percent- 
age points. 

The survey suggests that the 
honeymoon may be over for the 
House Republican “Contract With 
America.” While a majority of 
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those interviewed still give approval 
in concept to the contract, 52 per- 
cent also agreed with the statement 
“the more I hear about what Repub- 
lics do in Congress, the less I like 
it” Forty-four percent expressed the 
opposite view. 

Among the public’s biggest wor- 
ries: that the Republican majority in 
Congress will cut too deeply and too 
quickly into social programs to fi- 
nance tax cuts and other benefits to 

wealthy Americans. 

Nearly six out of 10 persons — 59 
percent — agreed with the statement 
that Republicans “will go too far in 
helping the rich and cutting needed- 
government services that benefit 
average Americans as well as the 
poor.” That’s a 14-point increase 
since January in public concern with 
Republican initiatives. 

Pluralities specifically said Repub- 
licans in Congress were trying to 
make too many cuts in the nation’s 
education programs and in the 

school lunch progr am 

The survey also found that many 
Americans are wondering if the GOP 
is moving too fast on other fronts to 
cut federal spending and programs. 
According to the survey, 51 percent 
said Republicans in Congress were 
trying to do too much in too short a 
time, while 18 percent said they 
were trying to do too little and 30 
percent said they were doing “about 
the right amount” 

hi other ways, too, the survey re- 
sults suggest people are questioning 
whether Republicans’ zeal to cut fed- 
eral spending and programs will aid 
up hurting average Americans. 

By 52 percent to 38 percent, those 

interviewed chose Clinton over Con- 
gress when asked who will do better 
in “helping the middle class.” Barely 
two months ago. Republicans held a 
49 percent to 41 percent advantage 
on this measure. And 55 percent said 
that Clinton understands the prob- 
lems of “people like you,” while an 
equally large majority said the Repub- 
licans in Congress do not. 

Republicans retained their advan- 
tage over Clinton on such tradition- 
ally GOP issues as managing the 
economy. But even here, the presi- 
dent appears to be closing the gap. 
According to the poll, 47 percent of 


those interviewed trusted Republi- 
cans in Congress more to deal with 
the economy, down from 56 percent 
six weeks ago. At the same time, the 
proportion trusting Clinton more on 
economic matters increased front 34 
percent to 43 percent 
The survey also suggests that 
congressional Democrats were suc- 
cessful in their efforts during the re- 
cent balanced budget amendment 
debate to raise doubts about the will- 
ingness of Republicans to spare So- 
cial Security entitlements from 
budget cuts. 

By 53 percent to 34 percent, Clin- 
ton was trusted more than Republi- 
cans in Congress to protect Social 
Security. In early January, Republi- 
cans held a 7 -point advantage oyer 
the president 

Overall, Clinton held the advan- 
tage over congressional Republicans 
when asked who would do the better 
job in helping the poor, protecting 
the environment and “protecting 
America’s children,” issues on which 
Democrats tra ditionally do weQ. 

Republicans in Congress were 
trusted more than Clinton in reform- 
ing welfare, handling crime, catting 
taxes and reducing the budget defi- 
cit, the survey found. 

With the 1996 presidential elec- 
tion 20 months away. Senate Majori- 
ty Leader Robert J. Dole (Kan.) 
emerged as the early front-r unne r 
for the GOP nomination, volun- 
teered as the choice of 32 percent of 
those self-described Republicans in- 
terviewed. Every other Republican 
was supported by less than 10 per- 
cent of those interviewed. 

Clinton was the volunteered 
choice of 55 percent of those Demo- 
crats interviewed, with every other 
Democrat finishing in single digits. 

When matched in a hypothetical 
presidential election, Clinton and Dole 
finished in a tie, with each receiving 

46 percent of the projected vote. 

Senior polling analyst Sharon 
Warden contributed to Otis report 



